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The Other Side of Globalisation
The New Power of Religion as a Cultural and Political Challenge
Abstract
Religion has returned as a political and cultural factor. After the political ideologies, whose 
secular and worldly promises of salvation had influenced the history of the 20th century in 
such a radical manner, had been (for the time being, at least) invalidated, the reappearance 
of religion on a global level cannot be overlooked: as a focal power as to how to conduct 
one’s life, as a guarantor of cultural identity, and as religious-political creativity. We cannot 
understand the current state of the world, its crises, conflicts and wars, but also the self-
perception and self-awareness of non-European cultures and peoples anymore, if we do not 
also realise that religion as a “power of life” (Max Weber’s “Lebensmacht”) has returned.
In addition to sketching this process, this essay raises the question: what are the cultural 
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2. The new power of religion – worldwide
Religion	 has	 returned	 into	 history.	As	 the	 political	 ideologies	whose	 secu-
lar,	this-worldly	promises	of	healing	had	such	a	deep-reaching	effect	on	the	























































the	 “Holy	 Land”	 and	 the	 “Sacred	City	 of	 Jerusalem”,	which	 are	 also	 laid	
claim	to	by	a	programmatism	oriented	towards	salvation	history.
Mention	should	also	be	made	of	a	specific	politicalization	of	Hinduism,	which	



































zlen,	 “Fundamentalismus	 –	 Phantom	 oder	
Phänomen	 der	 Moderne?”,	 in:	 Gottfried	
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The	new	power	of	religion	is	most	pressingly	revealed	by	a	process	which	
the	 free	 societies	 of	 the	West	 have	 found	 themselves	 drawn	 into	 for	 years	
now	–	 terrorism,	mostly	 of	 the	 Islamistic	 variety.	Admittedly,	 it	would	 be	
utterly	nonsensical	to	equate	Islam	(after	all,	there	is	no	such	thing	as	“the”	







countries	of	 the	West.	 Its	proponents	 argue	 that	 the	problem	 is	 just	one	of	
global	economic	distribution,	and	if	we	could	only	bring	ourselves	to	solve	
















degradation	 for	more	 than	80	years.	 Its	 sons	 are	killed,	 its	blood	 is	 shed,	 its	 sanctuaries	 are	
attacked,	and	no	one	hears	and	no	one	heeds.	When	God	blessed	one	of	the	groups	of	Islam,	

















3. The cultural disempowerment of European Christianity









we	 are	witnessing	 a	 global	 revitalization	 of	 religion,	which	 also	 embraces	





















present	 times	–	 the	vanishing	presence	of	Christian	elements	 in	 the	public.	
This	is	so	in	daily	life,	yet	it	is	also	to	be	felt	in	the	political	field.	For	exam-
ple,	for	years	now	we	have	been	witnessing	an	insidious	dissolution	of	 the	
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There	 are	 a	 number	 of	 examples	 like	 these.	Now,	 one	may	welcome	 such	























































is	 the	 religious	 creed	 that	 has	 long	 since	 immigrated	 into	Europe	 and	will	
continue	to	do	so	on	an	enhanced	scale	as	a	religion	that	will	gain	in	public	
validity	 and	 assertion	–	 Islam.	The	 following	paragraph	discusses	 the	new	
situations	and	challenges	that	will	arise	from	this.
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This	 is	 not	 just	 a	 special	 path	 followed	 by	 the	 radical	 Islamism	 of	 today;	



















































G.	 Küenzlen,	 The	 Other	 Side	 of	 Globali-
sation227








5. The new power of religion: tasks of political 
  governance conducted in Christian responsibility
In	the	following,	the	tasks	which	current	political	governance	conducted	in	
Christian	 responsibility	will	 inevitably	be	dealing	with	due	 to	 the	situation	
described	above	are	selectively	outlined	and	thrown	into	relief.
5.1. The distinction between religion and politics
The	return	of	religion	as	a	process	of	practical	politics	forces	us	to	assure	our-
selves	anew	of	the	relationship	between	religion	and	politics.	It	is	not	least	the	
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Finally,	 the	 issue	 is	about	 the	distinction	between	religion	and	politics,	not	
about	their	separation.	So,	any	political	action	is	embedded	in	the	question:	















































































of	 life,	 the	dignity	of	 the	individual,	 the	renunciation	of	violence	and	strict	
adherence	 to	 the	government’s	monopoly	on	 the	use	of	 force,	 the	 freedom	
of	religion	and	ideology,	and	so	on.	The	real-world	situation	we	are	facing	













































Nova snaga religije kao kulturni i politički izazov
Sažetak
Religija se vratila na mjesto političkog i kulturnog čimbenika. Nakon što su političke ideologije, 
čija su sekularna i svjetovna obećanja spasenja utjecala na povijest 20. stoljeća na radikalan 
način, (barem privremeno) obesnažena, ponovna pojava religije na globalnom nivou ne može 
biti zanemarena: kao žarišna sila po pitanju vođenja vlastitog života, kao jamac kulturnom 
identitetu i kao religijsko-politička kreativnost. Ne možemo više razumjeti trenutno stanje u 
svijetu, njegove krize, konflikte i ratove, ali također i samopercepciju i samosvjesnost izvan-
europskih kultura i naroda, ako isto tako ne shvatimo da se religija kao »moć života« (Weberov 
»Lebensmacht«) vratila.
U dodatku skice ovog procesa ovaj članak postavlja pitanje: koji su kulturni i politički izazovi s 
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Gottfried Küenzlen
Die andere Seite der Globalisierung
Die neue Kraft der Religion als kulturelle und politische Herausforderung
Zusammenfassung
Die Religion ist in die Position des politischen und kulturellen Faktors zurückgekehrt. Nachdem 
die politischen Ideologien, deren säkulare und diesseitige Erlösungsversprechen die Geschichte 
des 20. Jahrhunderts durchgreifend bestimmt haben, (zumindest temporär) entkräftet worden 
sind, kann die Wiedererscheinung der Religion auf der globalen Ebene nicht vernachlässigt 
werden: als brennende Lebensmacht in puncto Führung des Eigenlebens, als Garant der kul-
turellen Identität sowie als religiös-politische Kreativität. Wir können die aktuelle Weltlage, 
ihre Krisen, Konflikte samt Kriegen, aber auch die Selbstperzeption und das Selbstbewusstsein 
außereuropäischer Kulturen und Völker nicht mehr begreifen, ohne zeitgleich einzusehen, die 
Religion sei als Webers „Lebensmacht“ wiedergekehrt.
Im Anhang zur Skizzierung dieses Prozesses stellt dieser Artikel die Frage: Welche sind die 
kulturellen und politischen Herausforderungen, mit denen insbesondere die säkularen Gesell-





L’autre face de la globalisation
Une nouvelle force de la religion comme défi culturel et politique
Résumé
La religion est de retour en tant que facteur politique et culturel. Après l’invalidation – du moins 
provisoire – des idéologies politiques dont les promesses laïques et temporelles de salut ont 
influencé l’histoire du XXe siècle de manière radicale, la réapparition de la religion au niveau 
global ne peut être ignorée en tant que force centrale qui détermine comment on vit sa propre 
vie, ni en tant que garant de l’identité culturelle, ni en tant que créativité religieuse et politique. 
Nous ne pouvons plus comprendre la situation actuelle dans le monde, ses crises, ses conflits et 
ses guerres, comme nous ne pouvons comprendre l’auto-perception et la conscience de soi des 
cultures et des peuples non-européens, si nous ne réalisons pas en même temps que la religion 
comme « puissance vitale » (Lebensmacht de Weber) est de retour.
En plus de faire l’esquisse de ce processus, l’article présent pose la question : à quels défis 
culturels et politiques en particulier les sociétés laïques de l’Occident sont-elles confrontées ?
Mots-clés
globalisation,	religion,	religion	et	politique,	fondamentalisme,	culture,	choc	des	civilisations,	laïcisa-
tion,	Europe	et	islam,	valeurs
